
                                                                                                                                                              

 

St Elizabeth Catholic Primary School 
Bonner Road, Bethnal Green, London, E2 9JY 

T: 020 8980 3964  

email:  school@st-elizabeth.uk      website: www.st-elizabeth.uk 
 

Executive Headteacher: Ms Angelina John 

Head of School (KS2): Mrs Tracy Jennings      Head of School (EYFS & KS1): Miss Naomi Sutherland 

 

01 September 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Re: Return to St Elizabeth Catholic Primary School - Autumn Term 2021-22 

 

I hope you have all had a good Summer! 

I am pleased to write to confirm the arrangements for the start of the new Term September 2021. We will 

operate a 10-minute ‘soft start’ to each day which means the gates and classroom doors will open at 

8.45am. All children can arrive anytime between 8.45am and 8.55am, but they must arrive and be in their 

classroom by 8.55am. 

Arrangements for the Start and End of the School Day 

In order to ensure arrangements, run smoothly, we will be operating a staggered start and end for 

different year groups. 

Year Group  Time Entry & Exit Gates 

2 Year olds am 8:45am – 12:00pm KS1 Gate 

2 Year olds pm 12:25pm – 3:10pm KS1 Gate 

Nursery am  8:45am – 12:00pm EYFS Gate  

Nursery pm  12:25pm – 3:15pm EYFS Gate 

Nursery FT 8:45am – 3:15pm EYFS Gate 

Reception 8:45am – 3:20pm EYFS Gate 

Year 1 8:45am – 3:20pm KS1 Gate  

Collect Year 1 children from the 

classroom 

Year 2 8:45am – 3:25pm KS1 Gate 

Year 3 8:45am – 3:25pm KS1 Gate 

Year 4 8:45am – 3:25pm KS2 Gate  

Year 5 8:45am – 3:30pm KS2 Gate  

Year 6 8:45am – 3:30pm KS2 Gate  

 

At the end of the day children will be collected from the playground at the designated time. Staff 

members will be available at the gate to direct and assist Parents/Carers.  

Year 1 pupils will be collected from their classroom. Signs will be in place to direct Parents/Carers to 

and from the collection point. Parents/Carers are asked to move to and from the area as quickly as 

possible. 

Routes On and Off The School Site  

Due to the success of the one-way system, we will continue to use this system initially in the Autumn 

Term and will review it later in the year. The one-way system will still be in use so Parents and Families 

will be expected to follow the routes that we currently have in place.  
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  Arrangements for Break Times and Lunchtimes 

We recognise the importance for all children to have a break from learning and to enjoy time 

outside during the school day. Reconnecting with friends will be an important aspect of children 

settling back into school life, but we have made some adjustments to break and lunch times. 

Breaks and lunchtimes will continue to be staggered. 

Restrictions will remain on the number of children eating together to allow for some social 

distancing. 

A rich variety of minimum-contact sports will be offered and each year group will have 

allocated play areas which will change each week.  

Classes will continue to have their own Mid-Day Meals Supervisors/Teaching Assistants on 

duty. 

 

Attendance 

Attendance is mandatory in September 2021, as the Government expects all pupils to attend school. 

The usual rules will apply, meaning we will be recording attendance and following up on any absences.  

 

Keeping Safe 

We will continue with the following routines when children return to school: 

 Only 1 Parent/Carer per household to accompany their child/children to the school gate.  

 We ask all Parents to queue in a socially distanced manner as the children come into school.  

 We ask Parents not to congregate outside the school and block the pathway. 

 On arrival, children will be greeted by staff who will be waiting at the school gate. 

 Children will go straight to class from the gate. 

 Social distancing from other Parents and from school Staff must be maintained when 

dropping off or collecting children. 

 Parents are not allowed into the school building until further notice to minimise risks. 
    Most Parent meetings will continue to be held via digital platforms 

 

Act of Worship 

Whole school and Class assemblies will take place from the Autumn Term. Class assemblies will be shared 

with Parents/Carers via ClassDojo.  

 

Swimming 

Due to York Hall being closed, swimming lessons for Year 4 and Year 5 will recommence in the Spring Term.  

 

School Trips 

School trips will continue to take place, classes will be encouraged to go on trips in and around the local 

area, in order to not use public transport. This will be reviewed each half term. 

  

Medication 

Children must have the medication they require if they have medical needs. No child will be 

allowed to stay in school without the medication they need to keep them safe. This must be 

given in to the school office. Parents must call the school office the day before to inform us that 

you will be bringing in medication. A member of the office team will then complete the form 

over the phone with you. The form will be available the next day to be signed by Parent/Carer 

and a member of the office staff will collect the medication at the gate. 

 

Breakfast Club  

Breakfast Club will continue to be based in the KS1 Hall for Reception – Year 6 children from 7.45am and 

from 8.15am for Nursery children each morning. Children will access the Breakfast Club through the KS1 

Gate. Any parent needing a place in Breakfast Club must contact Ceri Walker in the school office and 

then book and pay via your ParentPay account in advance for the half term.  

 



                                                                                                                                                              

After School Clubs and Extra Curricular Clubs  

After School Club is from 3.30pm – 6.00pm. Please book and pay via your ParentPay account. We are also 

pleased to be able to offer a range of Extra Curricular Clubs, including Homework Club, Basketball, 

Football and many more! Clubs start at 3.30pm and finish at 4.30pm. Details of these clubs will be sent to 

parents via an email. 

Uniform 

Full school uniform must be worn each day. The school has many spare, good quality uniforms 

that children can have. Please email the school via school@st-elizabeth.uk  with your child’s full 

name, class and size and a set will be sent home to you.  

On the days that the children have PE they must come to school in their PE kits. PE kits will be 

kept at home and not in school. PE will commence from Monday 06 September 2021. 

Monday – 1G, 1L, 3A, 3L 

Tuesday – 2M, 2F, 4L, 4J 

Wednesday – 5A, 5B 

Thursday – RE, RB, 6F, 6G 

Friday – Nursery 

Book Bags and Packed Lunch Boxes 

Children are allowed to bring into school their book bag and their packed lunch box. 

Bubbles and Self-Isolation  

From Monday 16 August 2021the Government announced that there will be no need to self-isolate as a 

close contact if you have been double vaccinated. Children also do not need to isolate due to contact 

at that point, this means that if there is a positive case of Covid-19 we should not have to close bubbles. A 

child/adult who tests positive with Covid-19 themselves, will still need to isolate but this will not affect the 

rest of the pupils. This means we no longer need to keep the children in consistent groups, known as 

‘bubbles’. Parents will be sent a “warn & inform” letter to encourage Parents to carry out PCR tests should 

your child develop any symptoms.  

Hygiene  

The school will continue to provide hand sanitiser and we will continue to ask the children to wash their 

hands regularly.  The children and staff have got into good routines with this; so we want to continue into 

the winter months to reduce the risk of viruses spreading.  

Face Coverings  

Staff will no longer be required to wear a face covering on site unless they are in crowded areas. All 

Parents are requested to wear masks when entering the school premises, this includes the playground and 

main Reception Office area. 

What Can Parents and Carers Do to Help? 

As an important part of our school community, I would ask that you continue to encourage good 

infection control practices, such as thorough handwashing at home. Please keep your child 

informed about the things they can do to limit the spread of infection. 

In line with the current NHS and Government advice, you should keep your child at home if they 

develop Coronavirus symptoms (high temperature, new continuous cough or/and loss or change 

to your sense of smell or taste).  
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What to Do If You or Your Child Has Symptoms 

 
If you have any of the main symptoms of Coronavirus: 

1. Get a PCR test to check if you have Coronavirus as soon as possible and isolate. From 16 August 

fully vaccinated adults and under 18’s that are identified as close contacts are not required to self-

isolate unless they have symptoms. Close contacts will instead be advised to take a PCR test, if 

positive, NHS test and trace will inform you of the next steps. 

2. Inform the school straight away. 

3. Stay at home and do not have visitors until you get your test result – only leave your home to have 

a test. 

 

I hope that this information clarifies the arrangements for the Autumn Term. All the arrangements in this 

letter are potentially subject to change should the local area see a rise in cases; we might be asked to go 

back to the previous bubble contingency arrangements and timings at school for a short period of time. 

We really hope this is not the case but we would be able to respond quickly to that situation if it arises. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns about the points we have set out above, please get in touch 

with a member of the Senior Leadership Team via school@st-elizabeth.uk    

We are extremely grateful for all the support we have received so far from the school community. We 

will continue to keep in touch if there are any updates to our plans or if we need to make changes due 

to new or updated Government advice. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Ms A John 

Executive Headteacher 

 

Leadership Team 

Ms A John 

Executive Headteacher 

Mrs T Jennings 

Head of School (KS2) 

Miss N Sutherland 

Head of School (EYFS & KS1) 

Mrs F Faulkner (Macleod) 

Senior Leader Upper KS2 

Ms P Galeri 

Middle Leader 

Mrs M Grandison (John) 

Middle Leader  

Mrs N Valenzano 

Middle Leader 

Miss Ceri Walker 

PA to the Executive Headteacher & 

Head of Admin 
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