
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

Advent and Christmas 2021 
 

The Meaning of Advent 

▪ The word 'advent' comes from the Latin word 
‘adventus’ meaning 'coming' which is a translation of 
the Greek word ‘parousia’ meaning ‘arrival’. It is a time 
of waiting and preparation before the joyful 
celebration of Christmas. 

 

What is Advent? 

▪ Advent is the period leading up to Christmas. It starts 
on the Sunday nearest to 30 November and ends on 
Christmas Eve. 

▪ This year (2021) Advent begins on November 28 
▪ Advent is a season of the liturgical year observed in 

many Christian churches. It reminds Christians of 
the sacred meaning of Christmas. 

▪ Advent reminds Christians to remember and prepare 
for the birth of Jesus. 
 

 

Liturgical Colour 

▪ The liturgical colour for this 
season is purple/violet which is 
the colour of preparation and 
humility. For this reason, the 
priests’ vestments are purple 
as are three of the Advent 
candles.  

▪ On the third Sunday of Advent, 
known as Gaudete (joy) 
Sunday, the priests wear 
pink/rose instead and this 
matches the third Advent 
candle. The Catholic Church has 
some more official teaching 
about liturgies, decoration and 
music during Advent. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8_lah83UY0
https://www.catholic.org/advent/advent.php?id=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksHKrIaO1pI
https://sces.org.uk/advent-learning-resources/
https://adventconspiracy.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zkc86sg/revision/1
https://www.learnreligions.com/symbolic-colors-of-advent-700445
http://www.romcal.net/output/2020.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Feast Days During Advent 

St Andrew (30th November), martyr 

St Francis Xavier (3rd December),  

Nicholas (6th December)  

Ambrose (7th December) 

Immaculate Conception (8th 

December), solemnity 

Our Lady of Guadalupe (12th 

December) 

St Lucy (13th  December), martyr 

St John of the Cross (14th December)  

Prayer 

Light up our lives 
 
Christ, come into our world of darkness 
Light up our lives with your coming 
Fulfil all our longings with the joy of your birth 
Strengthen our resolve to work for change in our world 
And to share the hope of your birth that each Advent 
brings 
Amen. 
 
Sr Bridgetta Rooney/CAFOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Common Good… 

 
It is the beginning of Advent. Simply put, a 

time of getting ready for Jesus to come 
and deciding how we will react when Jesus 

does. 
With that in mind, I will leave this image 
here for you to ponder over.  It is by Tim 

Sanders. 

 
What are your reactions? 
How will you and your family prepare this 
year? 
Is there anything you and your family can 
do to support these families? 


