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Executive Headteacher: Ms Angelina John 

Head of School (KS2): Mrs Tracy Jennings      Head of School (EYFS & KS1): Miss Naomi Sutherland 

 

Tuesday 11 January 2022 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

RE: Mr Bob Strachan 

 

We have received the sad news that our dear volunteer teacher, Mr Bob Strachan, 

sadly died on Saturday 11 December 2021 as the result of an ongoing medical 

condition.  

 

Mr Strachan first started as a Teacher in St John the Baptist school in the early 1970’s and 

then retired. He then re-joined us in 2001 on a voluntary basis, teaching French and 

running chess and lunch clubs.  

 

Mr Strachan religiously came into school twice a week (or more) to teach the children 

come rain or snow. His commitment to the pupils and love for learning has touched us all 

in one way or another. Some parents and teachers may have been taught by Mr 

Strachan and some worked alongside him to develop the French curriculum. Mr 

Strachan put his heart and soul into teaching as well as being a keen photographer and 

was an imperative part of our Carol concerts. He was a wonderful teacher who was 

loved by all of his students and we will miss him greatly. 

 

Commencing Wednesday 12 January, Class Teachers will be speaking to the relevant 

classes/children regarding Mr Strachan, therefore, we would like you to also speak with 

your children.  

 

You may want to consider the following when talking with your child: 

 

• Tell the truth. Talk about death vs. “going to sleep.” Explain the situation. 

• Allow for your child to talk about feelings. If this is the first loss your child has 

experienced, your child may not know how to respond and will be looking for your 

guidance.  

• Affirm all expressions. It is okay to express feelings honestly. Tolerate the expressions 

rather than dismissing them or discouraging the expression of feelings. 

• Encourage written expressions such as notes, letters, pictures to the family etc. 

• Reaffirm that your child is safe and that your child is loved. 

• Affirm that your child’s reaction is normal and you understand the way the child 

feels. 

• Watch for signs of trouble such as aggression, withdrawal etc. 

• Help the children return to a normal routine as possible. 
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We have counsellors and learning mentors at school to provide emotional support for 

our pupils as well as staff. If you have special counselling concerns or would like 

additional support for your child, please call us on 0208 980 3964. 

 

Our deepest sympathies go to Mr Strachan’s family. We continue to keep the family in 

our prayers. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Ms A John  

Executive Headteacher 
 


