
 

 

 

 

Religious Education Policy 
 

 

 

 

The Governing Body of St Elizabeth Catholic Primary School 

 

Date of Policy September 2025 

Review Date September 2027 

Chair/Committee Chair of 

Governor’s signature 

 

Headteacher’s signature  

 

Mission Statement 

Inspiring and achieving lifelong learning in a welcoming Catholic community 

 

 

 



Mission and Catholic Identity 

St Elizabeth Catholic Primary School exists to proclaim the Gospel message and to place Christ at the 

centre of all that we do. Our mission — to inspire and achieve lifelong learning in a welcoming 

Catholic community — shapes the life, relationships and work of our school. 

We believe that every person is created in the image and likeness of God and is uniquely loved by 

Him. The dignity of the human person is therefore at the heart of our educational vision. Inspired by 

the life and example of St Elizabeth, who lived her faith through humility, service and charity, we strive 

to form pupils who are compassionate, resilient and committed to serving others. 

As part of Lux Mundi Catholic Academy Trust, we work in partnership with the Trust to fulfil our shared 

mission. Lux Mundi Catholic Academy Trust is a guiding light, dedicated to providing Catholic 

education for all in our diverse faith community. Together, we are committed to ensuring that Christ 

is the light guiding our work, and that every child receives an education rooted in faith, excellence 

and service. 

Our Religious Education policy is written in accordance with the guidance of the Roman Catholic 

Diocese of Westminster and reflects both diocesan expectations and the lived reality of our school 

community. 

 

Our Commitment to Teaching and Learning 

At St Elizabeth Catholic Primary School, our teaching and learning are rooted in the life, message 

and example of Jesus Christ. Religious Education is central to the mission of the Church and therefore 

central to our curriculum. 

We are committed to nurturing a love of learning, high achievement, personal fulfilment and 

responsible citizenship. As a Catholic school, we work in close partnership with families and our 

parishes to support each child’s faith journey. While grounded firmly in Catholic tradition, we 

welcome pupils of all faiths and backgrounds, fostering an inclusive community where every child 

feels valued, safe and inspired to flourish. 

Our Core Values – The 4Rs 

The 4Rs shape all aspects of our school life and underpin our approach to teaching and learning: 

- Resilience – We encourage perseverance and courage in the face of challenges. 

- Respect – We promote kindness, dignity, and compassion for ourselves and others. 

- Responsibility – We foster ownership of learning, actions, and choices. 

- Relationships – We build strong, positive connections within our school and wider 

community. 

At St Elizabeth, we celebrate our shared faith and the rich diversity of our community. We aim to 

deepen understanding and respect for all cultures and beliefs, ensuring that every child feels safe, 

supported, and inspired to succeed.



Catholic Social Teaching 

Our curriculum and wider school life are informed by the principles of Catholic Social Teaching. We 

promote: 

• The dignity of the human person 

• The common good 

• Solidarity with those in need 

• Stewardship of creation 

• Participation and responsibility within community 

Through Religious Education and the wider curriculum, pupils are encouraged to “see, judge and 

act” in light of Gospel values, developing as thoughtful and morally responsible citizens. 

 

Home–School–Parish Partnership 

We recognise that parents are the first educators of their children in faith. We are committed to strong 

partnerships between home, school and parish. Working closely with our two supporting parishes and 

parish priests, we seek to nurture pupils spiritually, academically and socially, ensuring that faith is lived 

and celebrated both within and beyond the school community. 

 

Safeguarding Statement 

At St Elizabeth Catholic Primary School, we respect and value all children and are committed to 

providing a caring, friendly and safe environment for all our pupils so they can learn, in a relaxed and 

secure atmosphere. We believe every pupil should be able to participate in all school activities in an 

enjoyable and safe environment and be protected from harm. This is the responsibility of every adult 

employed by, or invited to deliver services at St Elizabeth Catholic Primary School. We recognise our 

responsibility to safeguard all who access school and promote the welfare of all our pupils by 

protecting them from physical, sexual and emotional abuse, neglect and bullying. 

 

Equality statement 

As a school we are committed to ensuring that equality principles are embedded within all school 

policies and procedures, as we endeavour to: 
- Eliminate discrimination, harassment and victimisation. 

- Promote equality of access and opportunity within our school and within our wider community. 

- Promote positive attitudes to difference and good relationships between people with different 

backgrounds, genders, cultures, faiths, abilities, sexual orientation, and ethnic origins. 

 

British Values 

At St Elizabeth’s, the school recognises and promotes the fundamental British values of democracy, 

the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 

beliefs. Through this provision of SMSC, the school will: 
- enable pupils to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence; 

- enable pupils to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law of England; 

- encourage pupils to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and to understand 

how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the locality of the 

school and to society more widely; 

- enable pupils to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public institutions and 

services in England; further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by 

enabling students to acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own and other cultures; 

- encourage respect for other people; 

- and encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic 



processes, including respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in England. 

 

1. Rationale of Religious Education 

Religious Education is central to the educational mission of the Church. 

‘At the heart of Catholic education lies the Christian vision of the human person. This vision is 

expressed and explored in Religious Education.’ 1   

In a Catholic school, at the core of the core, is Religious Education, for the sake of which 

Catholic schools exist in the first place.2 

2. The Aims of Religious Education 

- to engage in a systematic study of the mystery of God, of the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, 

the teachings of the Church, the central beliefs that Catholics hold, the basis for them and 

the relationship between faith and life; 

- to enable pupils continually to deepen their religious and theological understanding and be 

able to communicate this effectively; 

- to present an authentic vision of the Church’s moral and social teaching to provide pupils with 

a sure guide for living and the tools to critically engage with contemporary culture and 

society; 

- to give pupils an understanding of the religions and worldviews present in the world today and 

the skills to engage in respectful and fruitful dialogue with those whose worldviews differ from 

their own; 

- to develop the critical faculties of pupils so to bring clarity to the relationship between faith 

and life, and between faith and culture; 

- to stimulate pupils’ imagination and provoke a desire for personal meaning as revealed in the 

truth of the Catholic faith; 

- to enable pupils to relate the knowledge gained through religious education to their 

understanding of other subjects in the curriculum3  

 

3. Outcome of Religious Education 

The outcome of Religious Education is religiously literate and engaged young people who have 

the knowledge, understanding and skills – appropriate to their age and capacity – to reflect 

spiritually, and think ethically and theologically, and who are aware of the demands of religious 

commitment in everyday life4. 

 

4. Religious Education at the heart of the curriculum 

- Religious education is the core of the core curriculum and is to be the source and summit of 

the whole curriculum. 

- Religious education is an academic discipline with the same systematic demands and rigour 

as other disciplines. 

 
1 Religious Education in Catholic Schools, Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 2000, para 4 
2 Religious Education Directory 2023, p13 
3 Religious Education Directory 2022 p6 
4 Religious Education Directory 2023, p6 



- Religious education is to be delivered within a broad and balanced curriculum, where it 

informs every aspect of the curriculum. Every other subject is to be informed by religious 

education and have a strong relationship with it. 

- In each year of compulsory schooling, religious education is to be taught for at least 10% 

curriculum time within each repeating cycle of the regular school timetable. 

- In each year of sixth form schooling, religious education is to be taught for at least 5% 

curriculum time within each repeating cycle of the regular school timetable. 

 

5. Programme of Study: 

As a Catholic school, St. Elizabeth Catholic Primary School is required to comply with the Religious 

Education Curriculum Directory (2012) / Religious Education Directory (2023). St. Elizabeth Catholic 

Primary School does this by teaching the Model Curriculum of the Religious Education Directory.  

The RED 2023 provides a model curriculum which this school follows in EYFS up to Year 6. 

 

6. Curriculum Structure 

The model curriculum has six components known as branches which map helpfully onto the six 

half-terms of the school year. Five of these have a core theme which invites pupils to learn about 

an aspect of Revelation, Scripture, life in Christ, and life in the Church, and to discern what their 

learning means academically and experientially enabling them to see, judge, and act through 

a deeper knowledge of the Christian faith. The Encounter & Dialogue branch involves the study 

of other religions, encountering other pathways of belief drawing on the teaching of the Church 

about intercultural dialogue. 

(Appendix 1) 

 

7. Assessment, Monitoring, Recording and Reporting 

- Assessment of standards is carried out against the Expected Outcomes in RED 2023. 

- Assessment moderation / standardisation takes place in school amongst colleagues, with 

schools in Lux Mundi Catholic Academy Trust, at deanery meetings and at diocesan meetings. 

- Monitoring of teaching and learning in Religious Education takes place in line with our school’s 

Teaching & Learning Policy. 

- Progress and achievement is recorded and tracked in line with our school’s Assessment Policy. 

- Progress and achievement in Religious Education is reported to Governors at least termly in 

line with other core subjects. 

- Progress and achievement in Religious Education is reported to parents/carers each year in 

line with other core subjects. 

 

8. Leadership of the subject 

Catia Fernandes, the RE Coordinator, has responsibility for leading, managing and supporting the 

delivery of Religious Education and the continuous professional development of teachers in 

Religious Education. 

Fr. Antigon Bahati is the link governor with responsibility for Religious Education. 

 

9. Policy Review 

This policy will be monitored, evaluated and reviewed by the Headteacher, SLT, REC, Link 

Governor and updated every two years. 
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